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Paul Jennings  
Teaching ideas for Uncanny and Undone 

Plus…… BONUS material 

About Paul Jennings 

Paul Jennings was born in Heston near London, and at 

the age of 6 immigrated to Melbourne, Australia on a 

boat. He was on the boat for 5 weeks with his family. 

He attended Bentleigh West Primary School and 

Caulfield Grammar School. 

 

After graduating from school, he went to Frankston Teachers College 

(now part of Monash University) and became a teacher. He taught 

students at Frankston State School, Kangaroo Flat State School, the 

Turana Youth Training Centre, and the Royal Children's Hospital State 

School in Mount Eliza. He later went on to study at the Lincoln 

Institute of Health Science (now part of LaTrobe University) and 

became a speech pathologist, then worked as a Lecturer in Special 

Education at Burwood State College (now part of Deakin University). 

In 1979 he became Senior Lecturer in Language and Literature at 

Warrnambool Institute of Advanced Education (now part of Deakin 

University). 

 

In 1985, Jennings' first book of short stories, Unreal! was published, 

during which he worked as a lecturer and wrote part-time; in 1989, 

he made the decision to devote his full time to writing. Many of his 
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short stories, published 

between 1985 and 1991, 

were also adapted into the 

first and second series of 

the popular Australian 

television show Round the 

Twist. 

 

Winner of the Dromkeen 

Medal (2000) 

As well as short story 

collections, Paul has written 

the Gizmo and Singinpoo 

series of stories and worked 

with Morris Gleitzman on 

the Wicked series as well as 

creating the Rascal Dragon 

series for young children. 

His latest work is the series 

‘A different Dog’ published by Allen and Unwin. 

This unit has writing, research, reading and art ideas and worksheets 
for Uncanny and Undone with bonus activities for some of the tales 
in Unbelievable and Unreal. 

The stories were read one at a time in serial reading time and 
children completed tasks for each story every day. This unit can go as 
long as you like (There are plenty of stories!)  and some stories can 
just be read for fun.  

Pauls official website: http://www.pauljennings.com.au/index.asp  

Noseweed image from:  http://robintatlowlord.com/tag/book/ 

http://www.pauljennings.com.au/index.asp
http://robintatlowlord.com/tag/book/
http://robintatlowlord.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/noseweed2-copy.jpg
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UNCANNY 

 

Some writing, reading, research and art ideas for ‘Uncanny’ 

(Uncanny and Undone by T. Shaw) 
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CRACKing UP 
 

 

 

Pretend that you are like Russell and find those 4 bottles in a hole 

in the ground left by a magician. Each bottle has a different effect. 

You give one to your father, mother and a sibling. (Brother or sister. 

Remember the fourth has no label on it) How do they change? What does it 

do to them? 

Name Picture What happened to them 
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STORY STARTER 

Imagine that Russell discovered a different box with different magic 
bottles inside it…. 
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KNOW 

ALL 
Use the Explain Everything app  

To explain how to: 
Use decomposition to solve a subtraction equation or short division to solve a 
division problem 
 

 

Also show how to draw a shape 

Choose either a pentagon, hexagon or octagon. Include information about how 

many sides and corners your shape has. 

  

Paul Jennings display board 

https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/explain-everything/id431493086?mt=8


 

Page | 7 
 

Working on the Explain Everything app for Know All , making a ‘magic remote’ 

control model for Spaghetti Pig Out, Pasta skeletons and Moonies. 
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FROZEN 

STIFF 
Make up your own alphabetical collection 

Of- 

 Australiana 

 Animals 

 Cars 

 Countries 

etc. ……BUT you HAVE to have something for EVERY letter. 

It needs to be presented as a book with images for each item 

 

(Above are some samples – A to Z of cars, zoo animals, dogs, 

pets) 
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FROZEN STIFF 

 

 

ALPHABET CHART 

 for 

……………………………… 
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Spaghetti Pig Out 
Research pasta meals 

List at least 8 different pasta meals and provide an image of them. 

OR Make a list of 8 different types of pasta (spaghetti is one) and 

provide an image of them. 

Create a pasta eating competition poster (remember venue, time, 

prizes, entry fee etc.) 

    

Tomato and ricotta pasta and penne pasta 

MOUSECHAP 
Uncle Sid (or the mouse that is in Uncle Sid’s 

body) loves eating a wide variety of cheese. List 

20 different types of cheese. (There are literally 

thousands to choose from) Find an illustration of 

the most unusual cheese.  

Use Garage Band app to record a sports broadcast of a 

cheese rolling competition (Research where they hold 

a cheese rolling completion every year)  

Make a wordsearch on Discovery Puzzlemaker. Make copies for your 

friends to try (example attached) 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=variety of pasta meals&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oE6YdOrE30IMvM&tbnid=KfpVKUlepd-RUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.taste.com.au/recipes/21013/tomato+and+ricotta+pasta&ei=YN4XU4nID8TkkgW5ioCgCg&bvm=bv.62286460,bs.1,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFcTX6PFZFRVqjcwXC-YARkYhvTtQ&ust=1394159520160799
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=variety of pastas&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6XNVOpIC5RfKXM&tbnid=ZAEHewCpaIkKWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.self.com/fooddiet/2011/07/q-and-a-best-pasta-slideshow&ei=rN4XU7zoJMPwkQXL8oCABg&bvm=bv.62286460,bs.1,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNH-QyGI4ObnGmpyRkU5fGmS3i0ikg&ust=1394159651635988
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Spaghetti Pig Out 

Create a ‘special’ video remote control. Label what the controller 

buttons do. 
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Spaghetti Pig Out 
This story takes place in the 1980s. Imagine that it was taking place today. For example, 
there aren’t any video stores where you can rent videos and very few people still watch 
videos) What ways would the story be different? Draw illustrations of modern inventions 
that could have made a difference to the story. Explain how the story would have been 
different. (Communications, entertainment, transport etc) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On The  
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Design a series of ‘fantastic tattoos’ on the arm below and write a story about 

one of them (What is the story about it? Does it have a special power over the 

person who has it? What is the backstory about how you came to get it?) 

 



 

Page | 16 
 

 



 

Page | 17 
 

UFD Create a newspaper story about a strange series of ‘UFD’ 

sitings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAYSIDE TIMES 
Price $1.00                                                                              March 10th 2014 
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UFD 
Complete an air force report about the UFD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) Report 

Date of sighting………………………………………………….. 

Location of sighting: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Witness name/s ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Description of UFO 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Details about the incident 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Proposed actions 

………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………. 

Officer in charge of investigation 

……………………………………………………………………… 

 OFFICE USE ONLY 

Reliability of the witness: ………………………………………………Date of interview ……………………………………. 

Sketch or photo of the UFO 
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GOOD TIP FOR GHOSTS 

The title of this book is a ‘play on words’or a ‘pun’(Refer to the Fun With 

Words website: http://www.fun-with-words.com/ )Research some other types 

of puns (‘mood swings’ or ‘a race against time’ and make a mini book of puns 

to share. Often shop names are puns ‘A Cut Above the Rest’ for a hairdresser. 

 

Make a list of useful tips for a ghost. 

 Draw a story map of the tip. (Don’t forget the skull perched on the pole in the 

pond) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUNS  
 

(Inspired by Paul Jennings short story 

‘A Good Tip for Ghosts’) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fun-with-words.com/
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What kind of rubbish can you find at this tip? 
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GREENSLEEVES 
Create your own Save the Whales poster  

Remember to include bold headings , slogans, color, emotive images and 

borders. 

 

Poster sample 

 Devise some unusual ways that they could have got rid of the whale, 

other than blow it up. 

 Listen to Greensleeves. 

 Paint or draw a picture of the scene on the beach before and after the 

explosion. 

 Investigate ambergris. What is its current value?  
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UNDONE 
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BATTY 
Picture Poetry 
Start with a noun (in this instance – bat) 

Think of words that describe that word. 

Write words in the configuration of that object.  

(Refer to the example using the word ‘moon’ below) 

 

The Theme Poem app 

Investigate bats 

Check out the great bat A-Z PowerPoint at this site: 

http://www.batconservancy.org/siteRoot/pdf/Lubee/Lubee_Bats_A_to_Z_Pre

sentation.ppt#1  

Questions to consider: How do bats impact our environment? 

Why do you think it is important to learn about bats? 

How do the special characteristics of bats help them adapt to their 

environment? What is special about bats? 

How are bats and humans alike, yet different when comparing diet, physical 

features, and habitat? List some indigenous Australian bats 

How do bat myths and literature affect a human's perception of bats? Explore 

the myth behind vampire bat stories. 

Create a fact file or poster. 

http://www.batconservancy.org/siteRoot/pdf/Lubee/Lubee_Bats_A_to_Z_Presentation.ppt#1
http://www.batconservancy.org/siteRoot/pdf/Lubee/Lubee_Bats_A_to_Z_Presentation.ppt#1
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/theme-poem/id724978211?mt=8


 

Page | 26 
 

 



 

Page | 27 
 

MOONIES 
Draw a bird’s eye view of Mr Bellows getting a ‘moony’ from Adam at 

Wollaston Bridge. 

Find as many words as you can that have the word ‘moon’ in them. 

Illustrate your favourite as a poster. 

Create a wanted poster for a ‘moonie’. What information will you 

put on it that you wouldn’t put on a normal wanted poster? 

Design a floor of an art gallery and include at least 3 different 

galleries. Find images of some art work that would look good in 

those galleries. (For example an Australian section might have the 

works of Arthur Streeton on display) The Art Gallery of NSW has a 

floorplan children could view for ideas. Also their ‘What’s on’ page 

can give you ideas for themes for different galleries. Some galleries 

such as the National Gallery of Australia and the Queensland Art 

Gallery have virtual tours.  
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NOSEWEED 
Make a list of different breeds of 

apple 

Make an apple pie to share. 

Design a 3 course meal of either your 

most favourite or least favourite 

foods. 

Investigate introduced weeds into Australia (prickly pear)  

 Why were they introduced? 

 Who introduced it? 

 Why is it a pest in our environment? 

 Is it under control? How is it controlled? 

Draw a picture of Anthony with the weed growing out of his face. 

WEEDS LIMERICK 

Create a limerick using the correct limerick rhythm. Try filling in the 

spaces in this limerick. 

There was ……………………………woman ………………….Leeds 

………………………………………………………………………………seeds 

……………………………………………………………………..all 

………………………………………………………………………wall 

……………………………………………………………………………..weeds 

Try another poetry style (refer to the Theme Poem app) 
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WAKE UP TO YOURSELF 
Suggest 10 fool proof ways to make friends 

Write your rough draft below and write them up on a poster for the 

classroom. Check out other posters. Are there similarities? Create a 

class poster based on everyone’s poster. 

 

 

 

Write 5 ways in which you would say you were a good friend. Write 

your list up as part of a newspaper advertisement called ‘Friend for 

Hire’ 

 

 

 

If you could pick a perfect friend, that person would be…..Why? 

Use the person pattern and write your best friends attributes on as 

many blank patterns as you need. Consider using old wallpaper 

books or scrapbook paper for clothing and wool for hair for the front 

cover.  
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Page | 32 
 

THOUGHT FULL 
This is the only story in the book told in the second person. Why do 

you think that is? 

Design a label for the bottle: 

‘It was made of glass but it sure looks odd. On the bottom is strange 

writing. On the sides are moons and stars and bunches of grapes. The 

neck is swollen and looks like the head of a witch. You have seen a 

bottle like this before. It is a baby’s bottle without the teat .But it is 

not a normal bottle. No way!’ 

Pages 68-69 of the 1993 Puffin edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you ever wonder what animals would 

say if they could talk? Choose an animal 

(wild, tame or domesticated like Moonbeam) and think about what it 

would say and provide a clever clue as to its identity. Record a 

conversation on the Garage Band app and play it back to see if other 

students can identify the animal. 

Write a poster warning about the dangers of 

sleepwalking. 
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CLEAR AS MUD     
Create a skeleton picture using pasta      

Create a missing person’s poster for Eric Mud 

 Include a clear illustration 

 Details about when and where he was last seen 

 A reward 

 Contact numbers.                                                                            

Create a circus or ‘freak show’ poster about Eric the Amazing See-

Through Boy’ (or if it is at the end of the story – ‘Eric the Amazing 

Skin Boy’) 
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MISSING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Description 
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Add wings to the beetle (use coloured cellophane) or paint the 

beetle and then add small squares of multi-coloured paper. Add a 

blurb for the story on it. Attach the wings with split pins. 
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Beetle (This student wrote a recount of the story to put on her beetle and 

attach the wings with split pins so they could be opened to reveal the recount. 

Others created mini-fact files on interesting beetles. Also missing person’s 

posters for Eric Mud. 



 

Page | 38 
 

Pasta Skeletons 
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WHAT A WOMAN 
Create your own Mini-Olympics 

Make up 2 sports of your own. 

Describe the rules and how to play, what equipment do you need?  

What playing area is required?  

How do you score?  

How many people can play?  

Clerihew Poem 

A clerihew is a funny poem about a person. It has 4 lines. The first 

line is always the name of the person. Lines 2 rhymes with line 4 

Example: 

John Smith 

Is honest and brash 

But he thinks it’s quite funny 

That he makes lots of cash 

Try writing poems for Aunt Esso or Jarrod Olsen 

Refer to the Poetry Soup website for some examples: 

http://www.poetrysoup.com/ 

 The Rhyming Dictionary app. 

http://www.poetrysoup.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/rhyme-the-rhyming-dictionary/id543208946?mt=8
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Story map example for Batty 
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YOU BE THE JUDGE 
Profile an Australian desert creature 

Create a map of Australia and label all the deserts 

Create a Cinquain Poem for deserts 

A cinquain poem has 5 lines. The first line is the introduction Format: 

Line 1 one word-noun 

Line 2 two words describe the title 

Line 3 Three words-verbs 

Line 4 Four words – What you feel about 

the topic. 

Line 5 One word – a synonym for the title. 

Example:  

Sea 

Majestic blue 

Crashing, pounding, rolling 

Its beauty astounds me 

Ocean 

Create a tourist brochure to promote the Blue Singlet Motel 

Create your own out of focus, grainy photo of a Wobble Gurgle. 

(Make one using air drying clay) like the photos you see of Big Foot 

or the Loch Ness Monster or create a 3D picture of an old bush 

shack.) 
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YOU BE THE JUDGE 
Create a silhouette picture of the outback.  

    

Student samples and a photo taken at dusk near Glen Park Primary 

School. 

Will you include the ‘Wobble Gurgle’ in your picture? How will you 

depict it? 

 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-R_qZiRASrzw/Vm_yp7soq_I/AAAAAAAAJwQ/Db4ftuvs4os/s640/blogger-image-1838789289.jpg
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Tourist brochure 

Complete a tourist brochure (Try using Publisher which has 3 panel brochures) 

for the Blue Singlet Motel 

Pretend that they do decide to exploit the Wobby Gurgle 

Page 4 

1. List other attractions (bush 
walks, campfire dinners, desert 
survival lessons, 4-wheel drive 
excursions?) 

2. Detail the facilities available at 
the motel (What do you get in 
your room? restaurant, 
swimming pool, mini-golf?) 

3. Prices (for a standard room, 
luxury room, Wobby Gurgle 
Experience and include adult 
and child rate) 

4. Extra information 
 

Page 1 

1. Name of the motel 
2. A picture of the motel 
3. The address (remember it is in 

an isolated part of the 
outback) Don’t forget phone 
number and web address 

 

 

Page 2 

Details about the Wobby Gurgle 

1. What it is 
2. What it looks like 
3. When it was discovered 
4. What it does (You don’t want 

to frighten your customers so 
emphasis how friendly it is) 
This can be written up in 

paragraph form or in 

sentences in dot point. 

Include an ‘artists impression of it’ 

Page 3 

1. A blurry photo taken of it by a 
tourist (like the ones taken of 
Big Foot and the Loch Ness 
Monster-which they 
mentioned in the story) 

2. Include a map of the area 
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 Images you can use. 
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TRAPPED 
Inspiring a Paul Jenning’s type story... 

‘When I woke up I was down a pit/hole/well. I looked up and all I 

could see was the sky/braches lying across the top, barbed wire/a 

metal grate. The walls were made of brick/rock/glass/earth/had 

spikes sticking out. There was a ladder/no escape. What was I to do? 

How was I to get out? How did I get here? .....ohhh that’s right. That’s 

how I got here.  

Well it all started like this......’ 

Create a perspective image of you trapped down a pit or well 

Draw a large square with a small square inside it (it could be a circle 

or rectangle. They could draw it as if they were looking down a hall) 

Decide on the surface of the walls (bricks, rock, earth?). Take a photo 

of yourself looking up and add it to the bottom. (Refer images below) 

Add feet, footsteps, blood, water dripping down the side, a vine? 

   

Then finish off the story. 
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Display board full of children’s work. 

 

   

Reverse version of the ‘Down the Pit’ perspective story. Write a different 

version of the story to match this predicament. 

Wobby Gurgle brochure examples completed on Publisher. 
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Poems and illustrations for Noseweed 

  
Missing posters for Eric Mud and alternative toothpaste tubes (One Shot 

Toothpaste) 

   

Illustrations for a Paul Jennings type story and silhouette pictures. 
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Writing a Mystery Story / Intriguing Tale 

Mystery stories usually contain scares, suspense, action and a few twists. I 

guess you could categorise a lot of Paul Jennings’s stories as mysteries. 

A mystery story may be a ‘detective mystery’ or whodunit. It can also be an 

adventure mystery. In these, an adventure is wrapped around a mystery. 

Perhaps the main characters see a strange light in a vacant old house and they 

set about solving the mystery.  

A good mystery story will have these ingredients: 

 The problem- (usually occurs early on in the story and has the main 

characters stumped.) 

 The investigation- Once the mystery has occurred, the rest of the story is 

the investigation into what has happened. The main character tries to 

solve it. 

 Clues – The writer lays plenty of clues that lead to the mystery being 

solved. (Thee may be a red herring or two which means there may be 

clues intended to mislead the reader. 

 Flashbacks – These can be used to explain how the mystery occurred. 

 Suspense- the reader needs to be constantly engaged and guessing what 

will happen next. 

 Cliff-hanger- These usually come at the end of a chapter and are 

designed to keep the reader reading.  

 Mystery characters- the problem solver (sometimes a detective) the 

villain and the suspects. 

When writing your story don’t forget to include: 

 Who – draw up a gallery of interesting characters for your story. Make 

them interesting and mysterious! 

 Where – make the setting realistic but also atmospheric. (a lonely 

harbour, a damp cave, a dark alley or an abandoned house?) 

 What- you need a plot outline. A plan (introduction, action, conclusion)  

 How- work out how the mystery is actually solved.  
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Use some writer’s special effects 

 Similes – a descriptive way to describe things. (Paul Jennings does this 

well – ‘His teeth looked like old gravestones.’) 

 Personification- personification makes an object seem human (Jennings 

also does this a lot – ‘The gum trees branches pointed, as if to scold us’ 

 Alliteration- the repetition of similar sounds – ‘the shadows shivered and 

shook their heads’ 

 Have you ever started a book and given up after a few pages because it 

didn’t capture your interest? You need to ‘hook’ your reader early. – 

‘you could hear the dog howling late at night…but no one had ever seen 

it….’ 

 Not just what you see… Also include noises, smells and tastes. 

Start by: 

 Thinking of a mystery to be solved 

 Creating a character gallery 

 Write down some ideas about setting (find some images online of a 

haunted house, lonely beach, deserted town?) draw simple sketch/ plan 

of it.  

 Jot down a basic plot 

 Dream up a thrilling ‘hook’ to start your tale 

At the end: 

 Make sure your ending (conclusion) makes sense. 

 You can leave your story on a cliff-hanger but make sure your readers 

can imagine for themselves a possible conclusion.  

 Have you included a flashback to explain how something occurred in the 

past? 

 Did you include a ‘red herring’, a false lead? 

Give yourself plenty of time to write your story. (I’ll give you five hours to 

complete your rough draft.) use Paul Jennings’s stories as inspiration but don’t 

copy him. Read the assessment rubric so you know what I’ll be looking at for 

top marks. 
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Mystery story RUBRIC 

 1 2 3 Points 

(Total out 

of 18) 

Cover Black and white, 

no title or name 

Picture, title 

crooked or with 

no capital, no 

name 

Great picture, title 

with capitals. and 

name. 

 

story A few sentences 

that barely 

make sense. No 

attempt to 

proof read. 

Beginning, 

middle and end, 

some proof-

reading. Not 

very 

entertaining. 

Beginning, middle 

and end, proof 

reading evident. 

Entertaining. Use of 

interesting words, 

similes, 

personification etc. 

and 

adverbs/adjectives. 

 

Punctuation and 

spelling 

No punctuation, 

poor spelling 

and no attempt 

to fix it up. 

Most words 

spelt correctly. 

Basic 

punctuation. 

All spelling correct. 

Difficult punctuation 

such as exclamation 

marks and talking 

marks used. 

 

Handwriting/typing Messy, hard to 

read. Typing has 

no spaces or 

spaces that are 

too big etc. 

Most of it 

written neatly. 

No paragraphs. 

Typed neatly. 

Easy to read 

font. letter size 

too big (No 

bigger than 16) 

Written very neatly, 

clear and easy to 

read. Excellent typing 

with paragraphs and 

correct spacing, font 

and size. 

 

illustration Black and white 

and too small.  

Some color. Still 

too small or 

hard to 

understand. 

Colourful, fills the 

space, matches the 

text. 

 

Time management Rough draft 

only finished 

after 5 hours 

Good copy 

started but not 

finished after 5 

hours. 

Completed on time 

after 5 hours. 
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Create a DVD cover for a Paul Jennings anthology (Light Round the Twist) 

featuring one particular story on the cover. 

DVD cover 
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Choose one of the stories we have read to make a ‘Unpack the Text’ 

chart. 

Funniest Saddest Happiest Most 

Unbelievable 
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BONUS 

Teaching ideas and activities for a selection 

of stories from ‘Unreal’, Unbearable and 

‘Unbelievable’.  

 

The Paul Jennings stories I read from Uncanny and Undone proved 
so popular the children wanted more so I read a few extra stories 
from ‘Unreal’, ‘Unbearable’ and ‘Unbelievable’ (and The Naked 
Ghost*) and we did an extra week of tasks for them. 

* The Naked Ghost is found in the ‘Spookiest Stories’ anthology 
Viking Books 2007 

T. Shaw  
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From Unbelievable 

PINK BOW TIE 

Design your own bow tie 
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From Unbelievable 

ONE SHOT TOOTHPASTE 

 

Design your own toothpaste 

Include information such as:  taste, 

name, mass, contents and what it 

claims to do. 
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Sample  

 



 

Page | 59 
 

From Unbelievable 

INSIDE OUT 

Create a ‘FOR SALE’ advertisement for a 

newspaper real estate section for the 

old abandoned house Gordon visits.  

Read some advertisements from the newspaper. Take note 

of their style and presentation. Remember you want to make 

the house sound great so it will be bought for top dollar…so 

you may need to bend the truth a little? 
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Make your own picture of the old haunted house. Paint it with 
water colors and create a roof using silver corrugated cardboard. 
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Sample 

 

 



 

Page | 63 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old abandoned country farm houses. 
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From Unbelievable 

THERE’S NO SUCH THING Create your own dragon (Enlarge 
to A3 on cardboard) 
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https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-CwmmKpqCB1Y/Vb7OB_Df5PI/AAAAAAAAHq4/oh0Yt4SbKaE/s640/blogger-image-1126315209.jpg
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-jB8QbCMdpnA/Vb7N87I2H1I/AAAAAAAAHqw/8hnvKpJs4uA/s640/blogger-image--474830775.jpg
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From Unbelievable 

GUMLEAF WAR 

Create your own Gumleaf war story map like the one 
below. 
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From Unbelievable 

GUMLEAF WAR 

For each character find 2 words that best describe 
him and explain the circumstances that match him 
to the description. Choose from: polite, gruff, furious, calm, sneaky, 
patient, outraged, friendly, embarrassed, nasty, humiliated, 
jealous, worried, interested, concerned, rude, inquisitive, angry, 
curious (or think up some of your own) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mc Fuddy 

 

Foxy 

Park ranger 

The boy 
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From Unbelievable 

GUMLEAF WAR 

Postcard 
Write a postcard by the narrator describing the weird things that are 
going on at McFuddy’s house. Draw the ‘magic tree’ on the image 
side of the postcard. 
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From Unbelievable 

BIRDSCRAP 

U V R Y Y C Z S S H A C K G S  

U N P T N Q G J J X Z C P L L  

W B B V G N B B P F W U B X L  

P E G E I T E J A J V N S D U  

E J Q N L B I R D S C R A P G  

I U N G G I G A L M G R F N A  

E E U V L R E C I D E U X U E  

J S R N A I B V R K M B A I S  

Z M U N Z C E L E C M I L X D  

U C D C I V C S I V A E Z N F  

I M W J A K S V X Z A S L U J  

A K Y N H S I N A V Z B T N G  

X M D Y C A R T K M P A L O D  

N A B Q R A Q X C E C B R E G  

L B K H L M P O I V W J K D F  

 
BIRDSCRAP 
BLIZZARD 
GEMMA 
GRANDMA 
JENNINGS 
LIES 
RUBIES 
SEAGULLS 
SHACK 
TRACY 
UNBELIEVEVABLE 
VANDAL 
VANISH 
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From Unbelievable 

THERE’S NO SUCH THING 

Dragon pop out recount (Write a recount from Nurse Gribble’s 
point of view or a blurb of the story for the front cover.) 
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Pop-Up mouth  
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Page | 73 
 

From Unbelievable 

SOUPERMAN 

Create a comic book cover for ‘Souperman’ 
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From Unbelievable 

SOUPERMAN 

Create a special label for this can of soup. (What is the flavor? What 
is the power?) 
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From Unbelievable 

THE BUSKER 

IDIOMS 

Idioms are everyday expressions that are 
not meant to be taken literally (word for 
word) For example, at the end of the 
story the boy tells Tania to ‘go jump in the lake’. 

We often use expressions like this that we don’t actually expect 
people to do. For example: ‘He completely lost his head’. (Didn’t 
know what he was doing, not that his head disappeared) 

Give real meanings to these idioms 

To be hardhearted 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

It takes your breath away 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Don’t turn up your nose 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

To have butterflies in your stomach 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Get off my back 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

To get a dose of your own medicine 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Imagine these expressions taken literally (Select two or find some of 
your own to illustrate) 
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             Unreal                                            WITHOUT A SHIRT                                   Dog license for Shovel

Dog License Application Form Warrnambool Shire Council 

Date: .................... Dog’s Name: ............................................ Dog’s age: .............. Breed............................................. 

Adopted or purchased? .........................................................Previous owner/pet shop name: ................................... 

Color of dog:  spotted           white   black    brown    other-indicate: .................................................. 

Prices include $1.00 service fee 

Male  $8.00             Neutered Male $5.00          Female $8.00        Spayed female $5.00  

Owners name: ..................................................................D.O.B.: .................. Phone number: ..................................... 

Address: ........................................................................... 

……………………………………………………………………………………... 

Details about your dog: .................................................... 

.......................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................... 

.......................................................................................... 

 

 

Signature of owner: .............................................................. Date issued ................. Expires: .................... 

    

    

Picture of the dog and paw print 
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From Unreal 

WITHOUT A SHIRT 

The Haunted Cemetery is a perspective picture featuring 

tombstones with funny epitaphs.  

 

How do you rent a caretaker’s 

cottage in the middle of a cemetery? 

Write a newspaper advertisement 

that makes that an appealing 

prospect for someone to rent. 
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Making as tombstone 

 (This is an example of a tombstone made for The Woman in Black) Paper mache tombstone 

shapes can be purchased from craft stores (or any suitably shaped box will do)  

Write an inscription using craft glue or ‘puffy paint’. Paint it a suitable color. Add ‘moss’ 

which you can buy from model shops and put on display. 

    

   

 

 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-fHxq-RywSEo/WCAlF3f6hbI/AAAAAAAAOoE/-P5BXolrXcY/s640/blogger-image--882217979.jpg
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 Ghost Epitaph 

What final words do you think Ben Byron would want on his tombstone? 
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  Famous last words 

 

I TOLD YOU I WAS 

SICK.... 

 

Spike Milligan 



 

Page | 82 
 

(Atmospheric graveyard sketch step by step. Have sand dunes or the ocean in the 

background.        

Step 1 

 

Step 2 

 

Step 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page | 83 
 

From Unreal 

LIGHTHOUSE BLUES 

Draw a detailed picture of the music room 
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Read the description in the story and answer these questions 

What is a porthole 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

What are bunks? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

How do you know the musical instruments had not been played for a 
while? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Why do you think the room felt creepy? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

How did Anton know the music had been coming from the music 
room? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Use a simile to describe the sound Anton made with the clarinet or 
to describe the music room 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

What was the telescope used for? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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List ALL the furniture in the music room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write a conversation in which Anton tells Stan what he heard the 
night before. 
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From Unreal 

COW DUNG CUSTARD 

1. How will we stop the smell of the cow dung custard?  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2. How will he get the flies away?  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
3. What did they do about all the neighbours arguing about the smell of the 
cow dung custard? 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
4. What would we do about the cow dung custard in the lake, all of the fish 
died and the fisherman got mad? 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
5. How did they get rid of the dead flies?  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Create a recipe for 
your own ….’Cow 
Dung Custard’. 
Include 
ingredients, 
method of 
cooking and 
serving 
suggestion.  
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From Unreal                                         SKELETON ON THE DUNNY 
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From Unreal                                         SKELETON ON THE DUNNY 

Old House pop up template 

I have included a blank template as well as one that is already filled 

in. Children can cut out bits of cardboard as planks to cover over the 

window. You can also cut out another pop up fold and add a ghostly 

tree to the side of the house or a chimney or water tank. Also add 

bats, fences, an outside dunny, a ghost, skeleton or veranda. 

 

 

You could also draw a sketch of an old country house like Aunt Flo’s 

and draw in some ‘Old Neds’ hiding in the picture for people to find. 



 

Page | 91 
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Page | 93 
 

From Unreal 

STRAPBOX FLYER 

Make your own alternative front cover for Unreal featuring the Strap 
Box Flyer or another story.  
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Ice Maiden poster to color in and colored in option for display. 
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Cracking Up tasks on display. Finding the words in the wordsearch 
she created for Mousechap and making a pasta skeleton. 
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Dog licenses for Shovel, cemetery scenes and bats.  
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From Ureal 
COW DUNG CUSTARD 
 
Create a label for your own ‘batch 72 or batch 100’. 
What is it made from? What does it do? What are its side effects?  
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From Unbearable   
YUGGLES 

AUSSIE SLANG 
Paul Jennings uses many rich Australian expressions in his work to describe the 
locations and the feelings of his characters. 
In ‘Yuggles’, Smatter ‘scoffs’ down the chocolate egg …which sadly for him 
explodes into ‘brommit’. (Scoffs means to eat something very fast) 
Match up these Australian expressions/slang words with their meanings by 
color coding them. Research some of your own and create a similar chart as 
this for others to try and solve. 
 

whinge food 
tucker sausage 
nicked biscuits 
snag Very big 
scones Cup of tea 
arvo steal 
Whopping big a group of men 
Billy can  Australian soldier 
Blokes  complain 
cuppa Very happy 
digger mosquito 
Happy as Larry chicken 
lollies French fries 
mozzie alcohol 
Feeling crook Australian rules football 
chook afternoon 
chips candy 
grog unwell 
footy Metal can to boil tea in 
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From Unbearable   
YUGGLES 
 
Read some of these colourful Australian sayings. Choose one of 
them and illustrate it in a funny way to show how silly it is. 
 

 Beyond the Black Stump. Far out in the bush (cattle drovers and bullock 
train drivers would light a fire in a tree stump as a fireplace, so farther 
than civilization) 

 Croweater...someone from state of South Australia (from the number of 
crows in outback S.A.? ) 

 I could Eat a horse....to be very hungry 

 Mystery bags....sausages ( you don't know what went into them ! ) 

 To be a happy little Vegemite....happy and contented person (from old 
advertising slogan) 

 Cut snake, mad as a: very angry 

 A few Kangaroos loose in the top paddock......mentally deficient 

 Dunny rat, cunning as a: very cunning 

 Raw prawn, to come the: to bullshit, to be generally disagreeable 

 away with the pixies – daydreaming 

 awkward as a bull in a china shop - extremely clumsy 

 been sucking lemons - sour faced 

 blow a blue dog off its chain - extremely windy 

 Bob's your uncle - everything is fine 

 carry on like a pork chop - behave foolishly  
catch forty winks - have a short sleep 

 compassionate as a starving shark - have no sympathy at all 

 drown some worms - go fishing 

 graveyard chompers - false teeth  
great Australian adjective - the word "bloody"  
great galloping goannas! - expression of amazement 

 knuckle sandwich - a punch in the mouth 

 like a mad woman's breakfast - very messy; all over the place 

 old bomb - dilapidated car  
old chook - disliked woman 

 rare as hen's teeth - very rare 

 woop woop - a very long way away 
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From Unbearable 

GILT and LICKED 

‘Gilt’ is a word play on ‘guilt’. (Jennings does a lot of that in his 
stories) make a list of some of these or investigate homophones. 
Discuss how the differences in Gary’s point of view and Kim’s point 
of view create the twist in the story. 
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UNBEARABLE 
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Create your own class ’UN….’ Book full of your own Paul Jennings 
type stories or ‘tall tales’ like One Shot Toothpaste. 
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Maps, posters, pink bowties, mystery well doors and our Paul Jennings story 
anthology. 
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From The Naked Ghost, Burp and Blue Jam 

THE NAKED GHOST                      Cloze activity 

A boy goes down a well in an old 1…………………… fort, believing a 
legend about a boy who went missing there many 2………………. ago. 
When he enters the room at the bottom of the well, he is 
3………………………by the boy from the legend – who is alive but 
4…………………. and invisible (a "naked ghost"). The naked ghost steals 
the 5…………….. clothes, which causes the pair to trade places: the 
naked ghost becomes 6…………………… and escapes, while the boy 
becomes the new "naked ghost", and is left trapped in the room at 
the 7……………….. of the well.  

The boy remains trapped alone in the room for 50 years 
8……………………….. the vast library of books that are there at his 
disposal.  

Eventually, another boy ventures into the well; the naked 
9………………… steals his clothes and escapes, exactly as had been 
done to him before. Once he 10……………………… to civilization, he 
finds the new technology strange; for example, he refers to a TV as 
"a box with moving 11…………………… that talk". He promises (like the 
first ghost did) to rescue the boy but when he returns to the well the 
12………………….. has disappeared. The boy tells the story as an inmate 
in a psychiatric 13…………………….. because nobody will believe his 
story. At the end, he asks the reader if they 14……………….. him? 

 

 

 

 

Make a list of names for household items that would be unfamiliar to 
the narrator such as mobile phones, microwave ovens, iPads etc. 

CHOOSE FROM: hospital, boys, visible, reading, naked, 

bottom, abandoned, years, attacked, ghost, returns, 

pictures, door, believe 
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From The Naked Ghost, Burp and Blue Jam 

THE NAKED GHOST     

 What will you draw behind the door at the bottom of the well?                   
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I put a photo of the children listening to a story in our library 
behind the door. 
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From The Naked Ghost, Burp and Blue Jam 

THE NAKED GHOST                       

Design a historical plaque that might be on display in the ruins of 
Fort Nelson which tells about the legend of the ‘Naked Ghost’. 

 

 

 

PORT FAIRY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 



 

Page | 109 
 

 

Letter from Paul Jennings 
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2019 All rights reserved. This product is bound by copyright laws. 
Redistributing, editing, selling, or posting this item (or any part 
thereof) on the Internet are all strictly prohibited without first 
gaining permission from the author. This product can be located by 
doing a Google search if placed on websites without permission from 
the author. Violations are subject to the penalties of the Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act. Please contact the author if you wish to 
be granted special permissions. 
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More images to use 
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